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Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached 
Websites: holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org 
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
YouTube: AVM UOC Church 
Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko – (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com 
Protodeacon Mikhail – (H) (610) 262-3876; pravoslavni@rcn.com 
Office – (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com 



Webmaster, John Hnatow – john.hnatow@gmail.com 
- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians. 
- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting. 
- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment. 
-Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a Liturgy. 
- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg. 
- A directory of parishioners’ names and addresses is available (vestibule) for those 
who would like to send cards or good wishes. 
- Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheus  

 

 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!  Слава Ісусу Христу! Навіки Слава! 
             Молімось за мир в Україні!     Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!   
 
Sun. 26 Oct.     20th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. Tone 3. Great Martyr DEMETRIUS of 
Thessalonica (306) Martyr LUPPOS (306) Ven. ATHANASIUS of Medikion Monastery (814) 
Ven. THEOPHILUS of the Kyiv Caves (1482) 
Galatians 1:11-19 & 2 Timothy 2:1-10  Luke 7:11-16 & John 15:17-16:2 
Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву. 
UOL Meeting during the coffee. 
 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon. 27 Oct.  Martyr Mark of Thasos (304). St. Nestor the Chronicler of the Kyiv Caves. 
 Phil. 4:10-23 Lk. 7:36-50 
Tue. 28 Oct. St. Stephen of St. Sabbas monastery, hymnographer (807).  
 Col. 1:1-2, 7-11 Lk. 8:1-3 
06:30 PM  Moleben for Peace in Ukraine (Holy Protection, Allentown). 
Wed. 29 Oct. Virgin-martyr Anastasia the Roman (256). Ven. Anna of Constantinople.  
 Col. 1:18-23 Lk. 8:22-25 
06:30 PM Parish Board Meeting. 
Thu. 30 Oct. Hieromartyr Marcian of Syracuse (2nd c.). Martyr Eutropia of Alexandria.  
 Col. 1:24-30 Lk. 9:7-11 
Fri. 31 Oct. Martyr Epimachus (250). Ven. Maura of Constantinople (436).  
 Col. 2:1-7 Lk.  9:12-18 
Sat. 01 Nov. Holy Wonderworkers and Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian (3rd c.).  
 2 Cor. 3:12-18 Lk. 6:1-10 
04:00 PM GREAT VESPERS. Examination of Conscience. Confessions. 
06:00-09:00 PM  Wine tasting (Ask Mike Misko for tickets) 
Sun. 02 Nov. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. Film in the Church Hall: “Bonhoeffer”. 
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- We have two more tickets for Sight and Sound Theater. Please ask Mary Ost. 
- Pilgrimage to the Miraculous icon of Kardiotissa 
(Taylor, PA) Nov. 5. Let Fr. Oleg know if you want to go. 
- Pilgrimage to the Women’s Monastery in White 
Haven PA for the Liturgy(Entry of the Mother of God 
Feast), Nov. 21. Let Fr. Oleg know if you want to go. 
- Pyrohy schedule: Nov. 6, 20; Dec. 4, 18. First come, 
first served (until we reach 250 doz.). Please volunteer 
for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and clean-up. 
-Sunday School Schedule: Every Sunday right after the Communion. Welcome. 
- Loving Waters Campaign for the All-Saints Camp Water System Repair (Emlenton, PA). The 
camp is facing a large bill for its water system. Let’s help! Envelopes are near entrance. 
-Please turn in Redner’s save a tape - it helps our Church. They won’t accept less than $5000 in 
reward funds for reimbursement. The receipt must show the Save-A-Tape amount. Thank You! 
- For Food Bank: canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & cheese.   
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs. 

ANNIVERSARIES:  

28 Oct…Howard & Linda Winters; John & Jennifer Grason     

31 Oct…Joseph & Diane Seremula 

BIRTHDAYS:   
26 Oct…Howard Winters  
28 Oct…Sandra Park  
01 Nov…Kiprian Fedetz  

MNOHAYA LITA! MANY YEARS!   

NECROLOGY:  
 Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
Vladimir (1 year) 
26 Oct…Mary Krill ’97  
27 Oct…Wasyl Kochenash ’37, Janice Swauger ’13  
30 Oct…John Vitushinsky ’96  
31 Oct…Panteleimon Pokotello ’59  
01 Nov…Bishop Bohdan (Shpilka) ’55        
VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL! 
 
Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded 
during the Russian aggression, Helen Crayosky, Rosemarie Pypiuk, Caroline Hallman, Joseph 
Killino, Reader Maximos(Meashock), Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, John Vitushinski, Raisa 
Bakalets, Karen Yurconic, Tom, Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, Martha Dowling, 
Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, Matthew 



Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, Nicholas Alexander, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, 
Jessica Meashock, Maria Joseph, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldier Oleh, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, 
Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil 
O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny Berro, child Alexandria, 
Elizabeth Pastushenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, 
Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann 
Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert Zarayko, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, 
Olena Kalichenko.  
 
The Miracle of the Black Leg. In the centuries following their martyrdom, Saints Cosmas and 
Damian were venerated not only for their healing skills but for the miracles attributed to them. 
One of the most astonishing stories comes from medieval Christian tradition and is known as the 
Transplantation of the Black Leg. 
A devout Christian man in Rome suffered from a terrible disease—some say cancer, others 
gangrene—that had consumed one of his legs. His condition was dire, and no physician could 
help him. In desperation, he prayed fervently to Saints Cosmas and Damian, asking for their 
intercession. 
That night, as he slept, the saints appeared to him in a vision. They were dressed as physicians 
and carried surgical instruments and ointments. With divine precision, they removed the 
diseased leg and, in its place, transplanted the leg of a recently deceased Ethiopian man who 
had been buried in a nearby cemetery. 
When the man awoke, he was completely healed. But to his astonishment, the leg that had 
replaced his own was visibly different—it was darker in color, revealing the miraculous nature of 
the transplant. The tomb of the Ethiopian was later opened, and it was found that his body was 
missing one leg. 
This miracle became one of the most famous attributed to Cosmas and Damian. It was widely 
depicted in medieval and Renaissance art, especially in churches and hospitals dedicated to the 
saints. The story symbolized divine intervention in medicine, the power of faith and prayer, the 
universality of healing, transcending race and death. It also reinforced the saints’ reputation as 
Unmercenary Physicians, who healed out of love and devotion, not for profit. 
 
PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY 

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice/ Let the earth be glad/ For the Lord 
has shown strength with His Arm/ He has trampled down death by death/ He has become the 
First Born of the Dead/ He has delivered us from the depths of Hell/ and has granted the world 
great mercy.  

Tropar of the Dormition Tone 1: In giving birth, / you preserved your virginity/ In falling asleep, you 
did not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ You were translated to life, Mother of Life/ and 
through your prayers you deliver our souls from death. 

Tropar to Great Martyr Demetrius, Tone 3:  The entire world has found you to be a great 
champion in times of peril/ for you put the heathen to flight, O victorious one/ As you shattered 



Lyaeus’ arrogance and encouraged Nestor in the arena/ in the same way, O Holy Great Martyr 
Demetrius/ ask Christ God, that He grant us great mercy. 

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 3: On this day You rose from the tomb, Merciful One/ leading 
us from the gates of death/ On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices/ With the prophets and 
patriarchs, they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Your Power.  

Glory… Kondak to St. Demetrius, Tone 2: God’s Church was stained with the blood of your 
wounds, Demetrius/ He gave you the strength to confess Him in this manner/ He also has kept 
your city unharmed/ for you are its firm foundation. 

Now and ever… Kondak, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power over the Birth-Giver of 
God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies unfailing hope/ For as the 
Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who dwelt within her ever-virginal 
womb. 

Prokimen in Tone 3: Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

Verse: Clap your hands, all you peoples. Shout to God with a joyful voice. 

Prokimen to the Great Martyr in Tone 3: The Righteous shall rejoice in the Lord and hope in Him.  

Epistles: Galatians 1: 11-19 & 2 Timothy 2:1-10 

Alleluia, Tone 3. Lord, in You have I hoped. Let me never be put to shame. 

Clap your hands all peoples. Shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

Righteous flourish as a palm tree and increase like the cedars of Lebanon. 

Gospels: Luke 7:11-16 & John 15:17-16:2  

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Praise Him in the highest. The Righteous 
shall be in everlasting remembrance. They shall not be afraid of any evil report. Alleluia (3X)  

 

 

Halloween can be understood from an Orthodox Christian perspective, but it requires 
discernment, historical awareness, and spiritual guidance. The Orthodox Church does not have 
an official position on Halloween, so responses vary among clergy and communities. 

Understanding Halloween in Light of Orthodoxy. 

Historical Roots. Halloween originates from the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, a pagan 
celebration marking the end of the harvest and the beginning of winter. It was believed that on 
October 31, the boundary between the living and the dead was blurred. 

Later, the Western Christian Church established All Hallows’ Eve (the evening before All Saints’ 
Day on November 1) to honor saints and martyrs, attempting to Christianize the pagan festival.  



Orthodox Concerns. The Orthodox Church does not officially celebrate Halloween, as it is not 
part of the liturgical calendar and has no basis in Orthodox tradition. 

Some Orthodox clergy and theologians express concern that Halloween, especially in its modern 
form, glorifies death, fear, and the occult, which contradicts the Church’s emphasis on life, light, 
and the victory of Christ over death. 

The imagery of witches, demons, and darkness can be spiritually confusing or harmful, especially 
for children, and may trivialize or distort the Christian understanding of death and the afterlife. 

Pastoral Approaches. Some Orthodox communities discourage participation in Halloween 
altogether, encouraging families to focus instead on Orthodox feasts, such as the Sunday of All 
Saints (celebrated after Pentecost). 

Others take a more pastoral and nuanced approach, recognizing that many modern Halloween 
customs (like costumes and candy) are largely secular and cultural. In such cases, parents are 
encouraged to discern carefully, avoid dark or demonic themes, and consult their spiritual father. 

Alternative Celebrations. Some parishes organize “All Saints’ Day” events, where children dress 
as saints and learn about their lives. 

These alternatives aim to redirect the focus from fear and superstition to holiness and virtue, 
aligning with Orthodox values. 

So, from an Orthodox Christian perspective, Halloween is not inherently “evil,” but its origins and 
modern expressions can conflict with the faith’s teachings. The key is to approach it with 
discernment, prayer, and pastoral guidance, ensuring that any participation does not compromise 
one’s spiritual integrity. 

ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE  

A mass Baptism of 392 converts (205 
former Muslims) took place at the Orthodox 
Mission Cener in Monogoro, Tanzania with 
Bishop Dimitrios officiating. 

Orthodox Christians in Pennsylvania joined 
thousands of pro-life advocates in 
Harrisburg for the annual PA March for Life 
rally. 

Monastery of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary, Bois Salair, France witnessed the consecration of 
new frescoes by Bishops Justin. And at the Monastery in Klausen, Germany, Metropolitan John 
consecrated a new altar for the second monastery church. 



Patriarch Bartholomew was the first Orthodox hierarch to receive the Templeton Prize, recognizing 
someone who bridges religion & science.  

Metropolitan Epiphaniy celebrated Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral of the Transfiguration, Teremki, 
Kyiv region on the day of remembrance of the Fathers of the Kyiv Pecherska Lavra. 

St. Nikitas Orthodox Village in Tanzania for single mothers and the elderly was dedicated by 
Metropolitan Dimitrios. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Євангеліє. 11 Після цього Ісус пішов до міста, що зветься Наїн; і з Ним ішло багато учеників 
Його і безліч народу. 12 Коли ж Він підійшов до воріт міста, саме виносили померлого, 
єдиного сина у матері, а вона була вдова; і чимало народу йшло з нею з міста. 13 
Побачивши її, Господь змилосердився над нею і сказав їй: не плач. 14 І, підійшовши, 
доторкнувся до мар; ті, що несли, зупинилися, і Він сказав: юначе, тобі кажу, встань! 15 І 
мертвий сів і почав говорити; і віддав його Ісус матері його. 16 І всіх охопив страх, і славили 
Бога, кажучи: великий пророк постав між нами, і Бог відвідав народ Свій. 
 


