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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME 
We are on the New Calendar    
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067 
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached 
Websites: holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org 
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
YouTube: AVM UOC Church 
Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko – (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com 
Protodeacon Mikhail – (H) (610) 262-3876; pravoslavni@rcn.com 
Office – (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com 
Webmaster, John Hnatow – john.hnatow@gmail.com 
- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians. 
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- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting. 
- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment. 
-Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a Liturgy. 
- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg. 
- A directory of parishioners’ names and addresses is available (vestibule) for those 
who would like to send cards or good wishes. 
- Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheus  

 

 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!  Слава Ісусу Христу! Навіки Слава! 
             Молімось за мир в Україні!     Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!   
 
Sun. 16 Nov.           23rd Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 6. Holy Apostle and Evangelist 
MATTHEW  FULVANUS, Prince of Ethiopia (in Baptism Matthew) EUCHERIUS, Bishop of 
Lyons  
                                      Eph. 2:4-10 & 1 Cor. 4:9-16                         Lk.8:26-39 & Mt. 9:9-13 
 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS (NATIVITY FAST) 
Mon. 17 Nov.  Ven. Lazarus the iconographer of Constantinople (857).     
 1 Thess. 2:20–3:8 Lk. 11:29-33 
Tue. 18 Nov. Martyr Romanus the Deacon of Caesarea and child-martyr Barulas. 
 1 Thess. 3:9-13 Lk. 11:34-41 
06:30 PM  Memorial Service for Holodomor victims (Holy Ghost, Easton). 
Wed. 19 Nov. Prophet Obadiah (9th c. B.C.). Martyr Barlaam (304). Martyr Heliodorus. 
  1 Thess. 4:1-12 Lk. 11:42-46 
Thu. 20 Nov. Ven. Gregory Decapolites (816). St. Proclus, archbishop of Constantinople.  
 1 Thess. 5:1-8 Lk. 11:47 - 12:1 
Fri. 21 Nov. THE ENTRY OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE. 
  Heb. 9:1-7 Lk. 10:38-42; 11:27-28 
07:00 AM Pilgrimage to the Women’s Monastery in White Haven PA for the Liturgy. 
Let Fr. Oleg know if you want to go. We have space in the car. 
Sat. 22 Nov. The Ukrainian Famine and Genocide (“Holodomor”) Memorial Saturday. 
 2 Cor. 11:1-6 Lk. 9:1-6 
04:00 PM GREAT VESPERS. 
Sun. 23 Nov. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. Panachyda for the victims of Holodomor. 
 
 
- Collecting can goods for Food Bank in memory of victims of artificial famine in Ukraine 
1932-33. Box downstairs (canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & cheese).   
- Pyrohy schedule: Nov. 20; Dec. 4, 18. First come, first served (until we reach 250 doz.). Please 



volunteer for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and clean-up. 
- Nut Roll Sale. Nut, Poppyseed, Apricot, Lekvar (Prune), Pumpkin Cheese, and Red Raspberry. 
$18 each. Order by Nov. 28, 2025. Pickup: Dec. 13. To order, call Marty at 610-682-4458. 
-Sunday School Schedule: Every Sunday right after the Communion. Welcome. 
- Loving Waters Campaign for the All-Saints Camp Water System Repair (Emlenton, PA). The 
camp is facing a large bill for its water system. Let’s help! Envelopes are near entrance. 
- Please turn in Redner’s save a tape. The receipt must show the Save-A-Tape amount. Thanks! 
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs. 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 17 Nov…Walter & Mary Ann Dworakivsky 
MNOHAYA LITA! MANY YEARS!  

 

NECROLOGY:   
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
16 Nov…Margaret Kuchinos ’06   
17 Nov…John Micio ’36    
18 Nov…Nehme Azar ’95, Andriy Semenovych ’41   
19 Nov…Anna Huzela ’09, John Miller ’18   
20 Nov…Parania Mislicky ’63, Tom Petro ’07  
21 Nov…Michael Crayosky ’03    
VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL!  
 
Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded 
during the Russian aggression, Helen Crayosky, Rosemarie Pypiuk, Caroline Hallman, Joseph 
Killino, Reader Maximos(Meashock), Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, John Vitushinski, Raisa 
Bakalets, Karen Yurconic, Tom, Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, Martha Dowling, 
Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, Matthew 
Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Ray 
Stoner, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldier Oleh, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, 
Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, 
Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, child Alexandria, Elizabeth Pastushenko, MaryAnn 
Ramaley, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy 
Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert 
Zarayko, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko.  
 
The Feast of the Entry of the Mother of God into the Temple is significant because it honors 
Mary as the living temple of God, marking a key moment in salvation history that prefigures the 
Incarnation of Christ and calls all believers to become living temples themselves.  
Orthodox tradition holds that when Mary was three years old, her parents, Saints Joachim and 
Anna, dedicated her to the service of God in the Temple of Jerusalem. She was solemnly 
received by the High Priest Zacharias and led into the Holy of Holies, the most sacred place in the 



Temple, where no one but the high priest could enter. This act of dedication was celebrated as 
early as the sixth century in the East, emphasizing the Church's recognition of Mary's special role 
in God’s plan of salvation. Liturgical hymns and icons depict her ascent of the Temple steps, her 
reception by the priests, and the divine assistance she received, symbolizing her holiness and 
unique preparation for the Incarnation. 
Mary’s entrance into the Temple is understood as her becoming the "living temple" of God, 
prefiguring her role as the Mother of Christ, the incarnate Word. This feast represents the 
transition from the Old Covenant, where God’s presence dwelled in the Jerusalem Temple, to the 
New Covenant, where God himself dwells in Mary’s womb. The event foreshadows the coming 
salvation and the Incarnation of Christ, highlighting Mary’s complete dedication, purity, and 
readiness to accept God’s will. The feast also serves as a call to Orthodox Christians to emulate 
Mary’s devotion. Believers are reminded that they too are called to be temples of the living God, 
filled with His grace and striving toward spiritual purity, prayer, and obedience to God's 
commandments (2 Cor 6:11; Isa 52:11). The account of Mary ascending the Temple steps with 
divine assistance serves as a model for relying on God to overcome spiritual challenges and 
advance toward holiness. 
 
PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY 

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 6: The Angelic powers were at Your tomb/ The guards became 
as dead men/ Mary stood by Your grave/ seeking Your Most Pure Body/ You captured Hell, not 
being tempted by it/ You came to the Virgin granting Life/ Lord, risen from the dead/ glory to You.   

Tropar of the Dormition Tone 1: In giving birth,/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling asleep, you 
did not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ You were translated to life, Mother of Life/ and 
through your prayers you deliver our souls from death.    

Tropar to Apostle Matthew, Tone 3: O Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew/ entreat the Merciful 
God/ to grant our souls forgiveness of transgressions.   

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 6: When Christ God the Giver of Life/ with His Life-Giving 
Hand raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery/ He bestowed Resurrection on the human 
race/ He is the Savior/ the Resurrection, the Life and the God of all. 

Glory… Kondak to Apostle Matthew, Tone 4: Casting aside the bonds of the custom house for 
the yoke of justice/ you were revealed as an excellent merchant, rich in wisdom from on high/ You 
proclaimed the word of truth/ and roused the souls of the slothful/ by writing of the hour of 
Judgement.  

Now and ever… Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power over 
the Birth-Giver of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies unfailing 
hope/ For as the Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who dwelt within her 
ever-virginal womb. 

Prokimen in Tone 6: Save Your people, O Lord/ and bless Your inheritance. 



Verse:  O Lord, to You will I call. O my God, be not silent to me. 

Prokimen to Apostle Matthew in Tone 8: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth/ and 
their words to the ends of the universe.  

Epistles: Ephesians 2:4-10 & 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

 

Alleluia Verses, Tone 6. He who dwells in the aid of the Most High will abide in the shelter of the 
God of Heaven. 

He will say to the Lord: You are my Helper and Refuge, He is my God and I will hope in Him.  

The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; and Your Truth in the congregation of the saints. 

Gospels: Luke 8:26-39 & Matthew 9:9-13  

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Praise Him in the highest. Their 
proclamation has gone out into all the earth; and their words to the ends of the universe.   

Alleluia (3X)       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nativity Fast Reminder 

The Nativity Fast (Nov. 15–Dec. 24) is a time of preparation for the birth of Christ. Orthodox 
Christians observe this fast by: 

- Abstaining from meat, dairy, and eggs (health permitting) 



- Wednesdays, and Fridays are stricter fast days:  

No fish, oil, or wine.  

• Praying more frequently and attending services 
• Giving alms and helping those in need 
• Confessing and preparing to receive Holy Communion 
Let us use this season to grow in humility, repentance, and love. 

St. John Chrysostom: “Fasting is the change of every part of our life. If we truly fast, we should be 
changed in our whole being. We should avoid sin. This is the true fast.” 

T ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE 

he All Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Meeting with clergy and theologians met in Kyiv.  

The Wonder-working Kursk-Root Icon began an 8 week journey throughout Europe in Zurich, 
Switzerland to visit 40 parishes in 11 countries, ending in the Cathedral in Chiswick, England in 
December. 

A new Church, Donskaya Icon of the Mother of God, was consecrated by Metropolitan Agafangel 
in Odessa, Ukraine. 

Patriarch Theophilos III presided over the Divine Liturgy at the Monastery of Holy Trinity of the 
Hospitality of Abraham by the Oak of Mamre Tree 
celebrating its 100th anniversary. 

St. Nikitas Orthodox Village in Tanzania for single 
mothers and the elderly was dedicated by 
Metropolitan Dimitrios. 

The Orthodox Church of Czechia and Slovakia 
celebrated the 90th anniversary of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius Cathedral in Prague. 

The 375th anniversary of Holy Cross women’s 
monastery in Poltava, Ukraine was observed. 
Founded in 1650 in honor of the Cossack victory 
over the Polish-Lithuanian State. 

Pan-Orthodox Crowdfunding Platform, 
Commonwealth, established by Joseph Gleason of 
McKinney, Texas to help suffering Americans with 
medical and financial burdens has been launched. 



See orthodoxcrowdfunding.com 

Parishioners of Saint John the Baptist Orthodox 
Church in Nesquehoning and Saint Nicholas 
Orthodox Church in Lansford, PA, donated winter 
clothing and $300 to support the needs of the 
Ukrainian people.  

 

 

 

Євангеліє. 26 І припливли в землю Гадаринську, що навпроти Галилеї. 27 Коли ж Він зійшов 
на берег, зустрів Його один чоловік з міста, що упродовж багатьох років мав бісів, і не 
вдягався в одяг, і жив не в домі, а в гробах. 28 Побачивши ж Ісуса, він закричав, припав до 
Нього і гучним голосом сказав: що Тобі до мене, Ісусе, Сину Бога Вишнього? Благаю Тебе, не 
муч мене! 29 Бо Ісус повелів нечистому духові вийти з цього чоловіка, тому що він багато 
років мучив його; і в’язали його ланцюгами залізними і путами, і стерегли його, але він 
розривав ланцюги, і гнав його біс у пустелю. 30 Ісус запитав його: як твоє ім’я? Він же 
сказав: легіон, — бо багато бісів увійшло в нього. 31 І вони благали Ісуса, щоб не повелів їм 
іти в безодню. 32 Тут же на горі паслося велике стадо свиней. І біси благали Його, щоб 
дозволив їм увійти в них, і повелів їм. 33 Біси, вийшовши з чоловіка, увійшли в свиней, і 
кинулося стадо з кручі в озеро, і потонуло. 34 Пастухи, побачивши, що сталося, побігли і 
розповіли в місті і по селах. 35 І вийшли побачити, що сталось; і, прийшовши до Ісуса, 
знайшли чоловіка, з якого вийшли біси, одягненого і при своєму розумі, котрий сидів біля ніг 
Ісусових, і вжахнулися. 36 А ті, що бачили, розповіли їм, як зцілився біснуватий. 37 І весь 
народ краю Гадаринського просив Його відійти від них, бо їх охопив великий страх. Він 
увійшов у човен і повернувся. 38 Чоловік же, з якого вийшли біси, благав Його, щоб бути з 
Ним. Але Ісус відпустив його, сказавши: 39 повернись у дім твій і розкажи, що сотворив тобі 
Бог. Він пішов і проповідував по всьому місту, що сотворив йому Ісус. 
 


