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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME    

 
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067    
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector    
Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached    

Websites:  holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org   
Facebook:  Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church   
YouTube:  AVM UOC  
 
Church Contacts:   
Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com    
Protodeacon Mikhail – (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com    
Office – (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com    
Webmaster, John Hnatow – john.hnatow@gmail.com    

 
Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by appointment.    

Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a Liturgy.    

For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.    

A directory of parishioners’ names and addresses is available for those who would like to send cards or good wishes  



Please recycle the bulletin or bring it back to the church. Thank you.     

You are welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins together!    

- Follow us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa    

 

 Слава Ісусу Христу! Навіки Слава!  Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!   
 Молімось за мир в Україні.  Let us pray for peace in Ukraine    
 
Sun. 30 Mar.      FOURTH SUNDAY of the GREAT FAST. Tone 7. ST. JOHN CLIMACUS of the “LADDER” 
(LISTVYCHNYK) (649) Prophet JOAD (10th C. B.C.) Holy Apostles of the 70: SOSTHENES, APOLLOS, 
CEPHAS, CAESAR, and EPAPHRODITUS(1st C.) St. EUBULA, Mother of St. Panteleimon (304) Ven. 
JOHN the Silent (558) Ven. ZOSIMAS, Bishop of Syracuse (662).  
Epistles: Hebrews 6:13-20 & Ephesians 5:9-19 Gospels: Mark 9:17-31 & Matthew 4:25-5:12 
Lehigh Valley Pan-Orthodox Young Adult Group visits our church today. 
After the Liturgy: Welcome all for the Coffee Hour – Запрошуємо на каву. 
 
MENEION & SCRIPTURES  (GREAT LENT) 
Mon. 31 Mar. Ven. Apollonius, ascetic of the Thebaid (395). Ven. Hypatius the Healer. 
 Is. 37:33–38:6 Gen. 13:12-18 Prov. 14:27–15:4 
Tue. 01 Apr. Ven. Mary the Egyptian (522). Ven. Gerontius, youth of Kyiv Caves (14 c.). 
 Is. 40:18-31 Gen. 15:1-15  Prov. 15:7-19 
06:30 PM  Moleben for Peace in Ukraine (Holy Protection, Allentown). 
Wed. 02 Apr. Ven. Titus the Wonderworker (9th c.). Martyr Polycarp of Alexandria (4 c.). 
 Is. 41:4-14 Gen. 17:1-9  Prov. 15:20–16:9 
05:30 PM Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts in Lansford, PA. 
(Let Fr. Oleg if you want to go). 
Thu. 03 Apr. Virgin-martyr Theodosia of Tyre and Martyr Irene (308).  
 Is. 42:5-16 Gen. 18:20-33 Prov. 16:17–17:17; 
Fri. 04 Apr. St. Joseph Hymnographer of Sicily (883). St. George monk of Mt. Maleon  
       Is. 45:11-17        Gen. 22:1-18 
5:30-6:00 PM Confessions. 
06:00 PM Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts. (Lenten soup. Volunteer for next). 
Sat. 05 Apr.  Glorification of the Birth-Giver of God. 
Heb. 9:24-28 Mk. 8:27-31  
Lenten Retreat (near Philly) 
GREAT VESPERS CANCELLED 
Sun. 06 Apr. 09:00 AM   Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.  

 

PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY of ST. BASIL THE GREAT 



Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 7: By Your Cross, You destroyed Death/ To the thief You opened 

Paradise/ For the Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy/ and You commanded Your disciples, O 

Christ God/ to proclaim that You are risen/ granting the world great mercy. 

Tropar of the Dormition, Tone 1: In giving birth/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling asleep you did 

not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ you were translated to life, Mother of Life/ and through your 

prayers you deliver our souls from death. 

Tropar to St. John Climacus, Tone 1: A dweller of the wilderness and angel in the body/ you were a 

wonderworker, O our God-bearing Father John/ You received heavenly gifts, through fasting, vigil and 

prayer/ healing the sick and the souls of those drawn to you by faith/ Glory to Him Who gave you strength/ 

Glory to Him Who granted you a crown/ Glory to Him Who grants healing to all!  

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 7: The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive/ for Christ 

descended shattering and destroying its powers/ Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry/ “The 

Savior has come to those in faith/ enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection.” 

Glory… Kondak to St. John Climacus, Tone 4: The Lord truly set you on the heights of abstinence/ to 

be a guiding star, showing the way to the universe/ O our father and teacher John. 

Now and ever… Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power over the 

Birth-Giver of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies unfailing hope/ For as 

the Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who dwelt within her ever-virginal womb. 

Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 7: The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless 

His people with peace.  

Verse: Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God. Offer young rams to the Lord. 

Prokiemn to St. John Climacus, Tone 7: Let the saints exult in glory; Let them sing for joy on their 

beds.  

Epistles:  Hebrews 6:13-20 & Ephesians 5:9-19 

Alleluia Verses, Tone 7. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Your Name, O Most High. 

To declare Your mercy in the morning, and Your truth by night. 

They that are planted in the House of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

Gospels:  Mark 9:17-31 & Matthew 4:25-5:12 

The Anaphora of Basil the Great (refer to Pp. 109-131 in Service Book) 

Instead of “It is right in truth…” All of creation rejoices in you, Lady, Full of Grace. The assembly of 

angels and the human race, Sanctified Temple and Spiritual Paradise, the glory of Virgins, from whom 

God was incarnate and became a Child, our God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and 

your womb more spacious than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, Lady Full of Grace. Glory to 

you! 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. The righteous shall be 

in everlasting remembrance; He shall not fear evil tidings! Alleluia (3X) 

- Great Lent fundraiser: we collect Baby/Mommy Items for the Cay Galgon House for pregnant women 
in need (Bethlehem). The baby bottles for monetary donations, the completed list of needs and the pack-
n-play for donations are downstairs. We will deliver that all after Pascha.  
-Many thanks and appreciation to the Sisterhood for donating $10,000 to the church for Pascha 



- Easter Paska Bread, Sponsored by UNWLA. Pick-up – April 13. Sign up downstairs. 
- Pyrohy schedule: April 10, 24; May 8, 22. First come, first served(until we reach 250 doz.). Please 
volunteer for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and clean-up. 
- Church School. Mrs. Mary Ost (Preschool/ Elementary) 8:55-9:20 AM. Ms. Karen Kankula (Secondary) 
at 8:45-9:15 AM. Fr. Oleg occasionally. Welcome all children and youth. 
- For Food Bank: baby foods, canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & cheese.   
- Virtual Bible Study Day – Wednesdays. Check the information on the board downstairs. 

BIRTHDAYS:  

03 April…Walter Seremula  

06 April…David Dworakivsky    

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! MANY YEARS!--- 

NECROLOGY:   
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
Newly departed Steve Lelo and Kathleen Mary McKeown 
30 Mar…Maxim Zuravel ’37, Paul Poticha ‘92     
01 Apr…Serhiy Kutas ’70, Frank Haas ’04, Gnat Rud ’80      
03 Apr…Florence Andrus ’53     
04 Apr…Anna Wagel ’72 
05 Apr…Michael Mizhak ’22, Katherine Korutz ’45, Mary Antoniuk ’90,  Mary Grundstrom ’99 
  
ВІЧНА ПАМ’ЯТЬ! MEMORY ETERNAL!  
PRAYER FOR THE HEALTH & SALVATION OF THE AFFLICTED: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, 
wounded during the Russian aggression, Joseph Killino, Barbara Grason, Helen Crayosky, Rosemarie 
Pypiuk, Sandra Miller, John Vitushinski, Tom Petro Jr., Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, priest 
Vasyl Dovgan, Martha Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, 
Christina Truss, Jon Hewko, Matthew Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, Nicholas Alexander, 
William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Maria Joseph, Zachary Y. Siyufy, Raisa Melnychuk, 
Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Steve Lelo, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric 
Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Kirk Swauger, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny Berro, 
child Alexandria, Elizabeth Pastushenko, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew 
Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann Hoodmaker, Norman 
Betrous, Robert Zarayko, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Ron Moser, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORTHODOX WORLD NEWS  

 

 Deacon Alexis Clodfelter was ordained to the Holy 
Priesthood at St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Allentown by His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel. Many Blessed Years! 
 
Metropolitan John of Korca (Fatmir Pelushi) was 
elected March 16th as the new Primate of Tirana, 
Durres and All Albania. Fluent in English the 69 yr. 
old Archbishop received his MST degree from Holy 

Cross Seminary in Boston. 

Metropolitan Cleopas of Sweden met with 11 catechumens preparing for reception into the Orthodox 
Faith at St. George Cathedral in Stockolm. 

 

 

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
the USA issued an Encyclical on Sunday of 
Orthodoxy encouraging the faithful to learn about 
its 10 joint ministries. 



Patriarch John X of Antioch paid a pastoral visit to the Valley of Christians in Syria concluding at the 
Monastery of St. George in 
Humeira. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key Lessons from The Ladder of Divine Ascent. Detachment from worldly distractions and desires is 
the foundation of spiritual ascent. While monastics leave the world physically, all Christians are called to 
renounce sinful habits and prioritize God. True spiritual growth requires humility and obedience, not only 
to spiritual elders but also to God's will. Humility protects us from pride, the root of many sins. Sincere 
repentance, accompanied by compunctionate tears, cleanses the soul. This step reminds us that true 
sorrow for sins leads to healing and transformation. Constant vigilance over thoughts and continuous 
prayer guard the heart from sin. The Jesus Prayer ("Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner") is a powerful weapon in spiritual warfare. Even spiritual progress can lead to temptation if one 
becomes proud. St. John warns against seeking human praise rather than God's approval. The ultimate 
goal of the Christian life is love—pure, selfless, divine love that reflects God's love for us. This is the 
highest form of spiritual ascent. 
In a world full of distractions, we must cultivate inner silence and focus on our relationship with God. 
Humility and repentance are lifelong journeys, not one-time acts. Prayer and spiritual discipline 
strengthen us against sin and temptation. True Christian love is sacrificial and requires continual self-
denial. 
 

Additions in Ukrainian 
Євангеліє. Один з натовпу сказав у відповідь: Учителю, я привів до Тебе мого сина, що має духа 
німого. 18 Де тільки нападе на нього, кидає його на землю, і він пускає піну, і скрегоче зубами 
своїми, і ціпеніє. Я казав ученикам Твоїм, щоб вигнали його, та вони не змогли. 19 Він же, 
відповідаючи йому, сказав: о роде невірний, доки буду з вами? Доки буду терпіти вас? Приведіть 
його до Мене. 20 І привели його до Нього. Побачивши Його, дух стряснув його; він упав на землю і 
валявся, пускаючи піну. 21 Ісус запитав батька його: скільки років, як це сталося з ним? Він сказав: 
з дитинства; 22 багато разів дух кидав його і в огонь і у воду, щоб згубити його; але, якщо можеш, 
допоможи нам, змилосердься над нами. 23 Ісус сказав йому: якщо хоч трохи можеш вірувати, все 
можливе віруючому. 24 І тут же скрикнув батько отрока, зі сльозами говорячи: вірую, Господи! 
Допоможи моєму невірству. 25 Ісус, побачивши, що збігається народ, заборонив духові 
нечистому, сказавши йому: душе німий і глухий! Я тобі повеліваю: вийди з нього і більше не входь у 
нього. 26 І, закричавши та сильно напружившись, вийшов; і він став наче мертвий, так що багато 
хто говорив, що він помер. 27 Але Ісус, взявши його за руку, підняв його; і той устав. 28 Коли Ісус 
увійшов у дім, ученики спитали Його на самоті: чому ми не змогли вигнати його? 29 І сказав їм: цей 
рід не може вийти інакше, як від молитви і посту. 30 Вийшовши звідти, проходили через Галилею, і 
Він не хотів, щоб хто довідався. 31 Бо навчав учеників Своїх і говорив їм, що Сина Людського 
видано буде до рук людських, і вб’ють Його, і, вбитий будучи, Він на третій день воскресне. 
 
 


