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1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067

Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector

Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached

Websites: holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org

Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox
Church YouTube: AVM UOC

Church Contacts:

Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com
Protodeacon Mikhail — (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com
Office — (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com

Webmaster, John Hnatow — john.hnatow@gmail.com

Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by
appointment.

Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a
Liturgy.

For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.

Please, don’t throw away the bulletin. Bring it back to the church. Thank you.

You are welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins

together! - Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa

Xpuctoc Bockpec! BoictuHy Bockpec! Christis Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
Let’s pray for peace in Ukraine Monimocb 3a Mup B YkpaiHi

BLESSED RESURRECTION OF CHRIST TO THE WHOLE CHRISTIAN FAMILY, TO ALL
OUR PARISHIONERS, PARISH BOARD, SISTERHOOD AND UOL MEMBERS, CHOIR,
CHURCH SCHOOL, ALTAR SERVERS, ALL WHO DONATE THEIR TIME AND
RESOURCES TO OUR CHURCH. GOD BLESS YOU ALL!



Sun. 20 Apr. THE BRIGHT RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. HOLY PASCHA OF THE LORD.
Acts 1:1-8 John 1:1-17
THE MIDNIGHT OFFICE. THE MATINS OF PASCHA. LITURGY.

BLESSING OF PASCHAL FOOD (IN THE CHURCH HALL).
COMMON MEAL OF THE BLESSED FOOD “SVIACHENE”.

LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS (NO KNEELING FOR 50 DAYS. FAST FREE WEEK)
Mon. 21 Apr. BRIGHT MONDAY. Hieromartyr Januarius, and his companions (305).

Acts 1:12-17, 21-26 Jn.1:18-28

09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY.

Tue. 22 Apr. BRIGHT TUESDAY. St. Vitalis of the monastery at Gaza (609-620).
Acts 2:14-21 Lk. 24:12-35

06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR UKRAINE (OUR CHURCH).

Wed. 23 Apr. BRIGHT WEDNESDAY. Great-martyr and Wonderworker George
Acts 2:22-36 Jn. 1:35-51

Thu. 24 Apr. BRIGHT THURSDAY. Martyr Sabbas Stratelates of Rome.
Acts 2:38-43 Jn. 3:1-15

Fri. 25 Apr. BRIGHT FRIDAY. Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark (63).
Acts 3:1-8 Jn. 2:12-22

Sat. 26 Apr. BRIGHT SATURDAY. Righteous Virgin Glaphyra of Nicomedia (322).
Acts 3:11-16 Jn. 3:22-33

10:00 AM LITURGY AT ST. ANDREW MEMORIAL CHURCH, BOUND BROOK.

GREAT VESPERS IS CANCELLED

Sun. 27 Apr. ANTIPASCHA. ST THOMAS SUNDAY.
09:00AM  DIVINE LITURGY

- Pilgrimage to our Church Center in South Bound Brook for Memorial Liturgy on
Saturday before St. Thomas Sunday! Let Fr. Oleg know if you are want to go.

-Participate at Lehigh Valley Pan-Orthodox Young Adult Group.Flyer and schedule
downstairs.

- Pyrohy schedule: April 24; May 8, 22. First come, first served(until we reach 250 doz.).
Please volunteer for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and clean-up.

- Summer church camps of UOC in Emlenton, PA. Church School Camp: June 22-28;
Teenage Conference: June 29-July 12; People of God: July 13-19; Mommy+Me/Daddy+Me:
July 20-24.

- Church School. Mrs. Mary Ost (Preschool/ Elementary) 8:55-9:20 AM. Ms. Karen

Kankula (Secondary) at 8:45-9:15 AM. Fr. Oleg occasionally. Welcome all children and
youth.



- For Food Bank: baby foods, canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. &
cheese.

- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs.

BIRTHDAYS:
25 Apr...Andrea Sawarynski
MHOTrAA JTITA! MANY YEARS!

NECROLOGY:

Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion.
20 Apr...Martin Sheska ‘12

21 Apr...Antin Masur ’44, Jameleh Azar ’85, George Krywolap ‘19
22 Apr...Alexander Poticha ’62, Michael Lubenesky ‘01

24 Apr...Ilvan Lutyi’79

25 Apr...Mary Gulka ‘55

VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL!

PASCHA

God Who first established this feast for us allows us to celebrate it each year. He Who
gave up His Son for our salvation, from the same motive gives us this feast... allowing us to
pray together and to offer common thanksgiving. He gathers to this feast those who are far
apart. (By St. Athanasius (+373)

The reign of life has begun, the tyranny of death is ended.... This is the day the Lord has
made — a day far different from those made when the world was first created, and which
are measured by the passage of time. This is the beginning of a new creation. On this day,
as the prophet says. God makes a new heaven and a new earth. (By St. Gregory of Nyssa)

The slip of avine planted in the ground bears fruit at the proper time.

The grain of wheat falls into the ground and decays only to be raised up again and
multiplied by the Spirit of God who sustains all things.

The Wisdom of God places these things, the fruit and the grain, at the service of man, and
when they receive God's word they become the Eucharist, which is the Body and Blood of
Christ.

IN THE SAME WAY our bodies, which have been nourished by the Eucharist, will be buried
in the earth and will decay. But they will rise again at the appointed time, for the Word of
God will raise them up to the glory of God the Father. Then the Father will clothe our
mortal nature in immortality, and freely endow our corruptible nature with incorruptibility,
for God's power is shown most perfectly in weakness. (By St. Irenaeus)



PASCHAL PROPERS of the LITURGY of JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
After “Blessed is the Kingdom” The Paschal Tropar.

Christis risen from the dead, trampling down death by death and upon those in the tombs
bestowing Life. (3X)

Paschal Verses followed by the Paschal Tropar.

Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from before His
Face. Refrain: Christis Risen...

As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as wax melts before the fire. Refrain.

So the sinners will perish before the Face of God; but let the righteous be glad. Refrain.
This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Refrain.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Refrain.

Now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. Refrain.

Christis risen from the dead, trampling down death by death.

And upon those in the tombs bestowing Life.
Antiphon One, Tone 2. Verse: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth. Sing of His Name,
give glory to His Praise.

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, Savior, save us.

Verse: Say to God: How awesome are Your deeds. So great is Your Power that Your
enemies cringe before You. Refrain.

Verse: Let all the earth worship You and praise You. Let it praise Your Name, O Most High.
Refrain.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of
ages. Amen. Refrain.

Antiphon Two, Tone 2



Verse: May God be gracious to us and bless us and may he make His countenance shine
upon us and have mercy on us.

Refrain: Son of God, Who rose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia.

Verse: That we may know Your way upon the earth and Your salvation among all nations.
Refrain.

Verse: Let the people give thanks to You, O God. Let all people give thanks to You. Refrain.
Verse: Let God bless us and let all the ends of the earth fear Him. Refrain.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of
ages. Amen.

Only Begotten Son and Word of God...
Antiphon Three, Tone 5

Verse: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from
before His Face.

Paschal Tropar: Christ is risen from the dead...

Verse: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as was melts before the fire. Paschal
Tropar.

Verse: So the sinners will perish before the face of God; but let the righteous be glad.
Paschal Tropar.

Entrance Hymn: Bless God in the Churches, You, Lord, Who are of Israel’s offspring.
Tropar: Christisrisen from the dead....

Ipakoe, Tone 4: Before the dawn, Mary and women came and found the stone rolled away
from the tomb. They heard the angelic voice: “Why do you seek among the dead as a
mortal, the One Who is Everlasting Light? Behold the burial clothes in the tomb. Go and
proclaim to the world: The Lord is risen. He has slain death, for He is the Son of God,
saving the human race.”

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of
ages. Amen.

Konkak, Tone 8: You descended into the tomb, Immortal One and destroyed the power of
Death. In victory You arose, Christ God, proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the Myrrh-bearing
women. You granted peace to Your Apostles and bestowed Resurrection upon the fallen.

Instead of the Thrice-Holy Hymn: As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. Alleluia! (3X)

Prokimen, Tone 8: This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Verse: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is Good, for His mercy endures forever.



Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 1:1-8
Alleluia Verses, Tone 4
Verse: Lord, You shall rise up and have mercy on Zion.

Verse: The Lord from Heaven has looked upon the earth.

Gospel: John 1: 1-17

In Place of “Itis right in truth”...

The angel cried to the Lady, Full of Grace: Rejoice, Pure Virgin. Again | say: Rejoice. Your
Son is risen from His three days in the tomb. With Himself He has raised up all the dead.
Rejoice, all peoples.

Irmos. Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, for the Glory of the Lord has shone on You. Exult
now and be glad, O Zion and rejoice, Pure Birth-Giver of God, in the Resurrection of your
Son.

Communion Hymn: Receive the Body of Christ, taste of the fountain of immortality.
Alleluia (3X).

Instead of “Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord,” “We have seen the True
Light,” and “Let our mouths be filled” we sing the Paschal Tropar once: Christis risen
from the dead...

At the Dismissal the priest intones the Paschal
Tropar.

After the tropar the final Hymn, Tone 8: And unto us
He has given eternal Life. Let us worship His
Resurrection on the third day.

1 PETER 1:3B NIV

i
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Christ suffered. He carried His Cross to Golgotha. He offered Himself fully and freely - for
you, and for all of creation. And in doing so, He revealed the path we too must walk: not
one of power and pride, but of service, sacrifice, and self-giving love.

We are called to be His followers - not in word only, but in life and deed. We are called to
carry His light into the deepest shadows of our world. In the face of betrayal, blasphemy,
bigotry, bullying, and brutality, we are not to remain silent. We stand in the radiant strength
of the Risen Christ, proclaiming that no tomb can hold Truth, no grave can bury Grace, and
no evil can extinguish the eternal Light of God.

This year, we prayerfully commemorate the 1700th anniversary of the First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea. That sacred gathering gave voice to the Church’s unwavering faith in the
Risen Lord, in one God, and in the Holy Trinity - a faith passed down to us through the ages.
Yet our task today is not merely to remember the faith of our fathers. Itis to live it - to make
it real and relevant in the world of the 21st century.

To do so means to carry the Cross daily and live the Resurrection hourly. Paschais not a
single day, nor is it a distant memory. It is the heartbeat of Christian life. Every act of love,
every step taken in truth, every tear shared and every burden lifted is an echo of the empty
Tomb and a witness to the Living Christ.

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, live Pascha. Let the light of the
Resurrection guide your every thought, word, and action - not just today, but every day. Let
the victory of Christ over death be the lens through which you see the world and respond
to its needs.

Let the world know - not merely by our words, but by our lives - that Christ is Risen, and
that His Resurrection changes everything.

With profound love in the Risen Lord, we greet you, we bless you, and we pray for you and
your families.

CHRIST ISRISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN!

XPNCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTNHY BOCKPEC!

With prayerful wishes, Metropolitan Antony, Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA and Diaspora; Archbishop Jeremiah, Archbishop of the South American Eparchy
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA; Archbishop Daniel, Archbishop of the
Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora.

Ecumenical Patriarchate: Patriarchal Proclamation for Pascha

To the Plenitude of the Church: May the Grace, Peace and Mercy of Christ Risen in Glory
be with you All

Most honorable brother Hierarchs,
Dearly beloved children,



By God’s mercy and strength, we have journeyed through prayer and fasting across the
ocean of Holy and Great Lent, finally reaching the splendid feast of Pascha, and we praise
the Lord of glory, who descended to the depths of Hades and “achieved the entrance for
all to Paradise” through His raising from the dead.

The Resurrection is not the remembrance of an event from the past, but the “good change”
of our existence, “another birth, an alternate life, a different kind of living, the
transformation of our very being.” And in the Risen Christ, the entire creation is renewed
together with humanity. When we chant in the 3rd Ode of the Paschal Canon, that “Now
everything is filled with light—heaven, earth, and all things beneath the earth; therefore, let
all creation celebrate the resurrection of Christ, in which everything has been established,”
we proclaim that the universe is founded on and filled with unfading light. The phrases
“before Christ” and “after Christ” ring true not only for the history of the human race, but
also for the sake of all creation.

The Lord’s raising from the dead constitutes the nucleus of the Gospel, the stable point of
reference for all the books of the New Testament, as well as for the liturgical life and
devotion of the Orthodox Christians. Indeed, the words “Christ is Risen!” summarize the
theology of the Church. The experience of the abolition of the dominion of deathis a
source of ineffable joy, “free from the bonds of this world.” “All things are filled with joy
upon receiving the taste of resurrection.” The resurrection is an explosion “of great joy” and
permeates the entire life, ethos and pastoral ministry of the church as the foretaste of the
fullness of life, knowledge and life of the eternal kingdom of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Orthodox faith and pessimism are contradictory phenomena.

Pascha is for us a feast of freedom and victory over alienating forces; it is the
churchification of our existence, an invitation to collaborate for the transfiguration of the
world. The history of the Church is rendered “a great Pascha” as the journey toward “the
liberation in glory of the children of God” (Rom. 8.21). The experience of resurrection
reveals the center and eschatological dimension of freedom in Christ. Biblical references
to the Savior’s resurrection demonstrate the power of our freedom as believers; it is in this
freedom alone that the “great miracle” is manifested, which remains inaccessible to every
oppression. “The mystery of salvation belongs to those who desire it freely, not to those
who are tyrannized against their will.” Accepting the divine gift as a “transition” of the
believer toward Christ is the voluntary existential response to the loving and saving
“transition” of the Risen Lord toward humankind. For “without me, you cannot do
anything” (Jn 15.5).

The mystery of the Lord’s resurrection to this day continues to shatter the positivistic
certainties of those who deny God as “the denial of human will,” as well as the advocates
of “the fallacy of self-fulfillment without God” and the admirers of the contemporary
“man-god.” The future does not belong to those imprisoned in a self-sufficient, stifling and
narrow earthly existence. There is no authentic freedom without resurrection, without the
perspective of eternity.



For the Holy Great Church of Christ, one source of such resurrectional joy is also found
this year in the common celebration of Easter by the entire Christian world, along with the
commemoration of the 1700th anniversary of the First Council of Nicaea, which
condemned the heresy of Arius, who “diminished within the Trinity the one Son and Word
of God,” and which established the way of calculating the date for the feast of our Savior’s
resurrection.

The Council of Nicaea inaugurates a new age in the conciliar history of the Church, the
transition from the local to the ecumenical synodal level. As we know, the First
Ecumenical Council introduced the non-biblical term “homoousios (of one essence)” to
the Symbol of Faith, albeit with a clear soteriological reference, which remains the
essential characteristic of church doctrines. In this sense, the celebrations of this great
anniversary are not a return to the past, inasmuch as the “spirit of Nicaea” exists
unspoiled in the life of the Church, whose unity is associated with the correct
understanding and development of its conciliar identity. Discussion on the First
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea reminds us of the common Christian archetypes and the
meaning behind the struggle against the perversion of our spotless faith, encouraging us to
turn toward the depth and essence of Church tradition. The joint celebration this year of
the “most holy day of Pascha” highlights the timeliness of the subject, the solution of
which not only expresses the respect of Christianity for the decrees of the Council of
Nicaea, but also the awareness that “there should be no differentiation in such sacred
matters.”

With these sentiments, filled with the light and joy of the Resurrection, while proclaiming
“Christ is Risen!” with jubilation, let us honor the chosen and holy day of Pascha with a
heartfelt confession of our faith in the Redeemer, who trampled down death by death and
granted life to all people and all creation, through our faithfulness to the sacred traditions
of the Great Church as well as through sincere love for our neighbor, for the glorification by
us all of the heavenly name of the Lord.

By God’s Mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

+ Bartholomew of Constantinople

PASCHA Archpastoral Reflection of the Council of Bishops of the UOC of the USA and
Diaspora

To the beloved clergy, monastics, faithful parishioners and friends of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the United States of America and the Diaspora:

With the joy of the unwaning Light that bursts forth from the empty Tomb, we greet you on
this Bright and Holy Day of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with the
ancient and powerful words: CHRIST IS RISEN!



Through you, dear brothers and sisters, we proclaim this message not only to your homes
and parishes, but to generations past and those yet to come. This radiant greeting echoes
through centuries and into eternity. It resounds over mountaintops and through valleys of
sorrow, piercing the silence of fear and despair. It brings life. It brings hope. It brings Christ
Himself.

We proclaim it boldly today in the face of war, suffering, and injustice. We proclaim it from
ancestral soil in Ukraine, torn and tested, where the faithful hold fast to hope in the Risen
Christ even in the darkest hours. We proclaim it in every corner of the world where tears
fall silently and suffering weighs heavily. We proclaim it to a world that thirsts not merely
for peace but for resurrection - true and eternal.

We proclaim it because death has been conquered, because Christ has trampled down

the gates of Hades, and because Light now shines where darkness thought it reigned
supreme.



