
ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH    

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME    

    
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067    
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector    
Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached    

Websites:  holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org  
Facebook:  Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox 
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Church Contacts:   
Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com    
Protodeacon Mikhail – (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com    
Office – (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com    
Webmaster, John Hnatow – john.hnatow@gmail.com    

Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by 
appointment.    

Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a 
Liturgy.    

For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.    

Please, don’t throw away the bulletin. Bring it back to the church. Thank you.     

You are welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins 

together!   - Follow us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa    

 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!             Слава Ісусу Христу! Навіки Слава! 
 Молімось за мир в Україні!    Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!    
 
Sun. 13 July.    5th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. Commemoration of the Fathers of the 
First Six Ecumenical Councils. TONE 4. Synaxis of ARCHANGEL GABRIEL St. 
STEPHEN of St. Sabbas Monastery (794) JULIAN, Bishop of Cenomanis (1st C.) 
Martyr SERAPION (193) Martyr MARCIAN (258)         
Rom. 10:2-20 & Hebrews 13:7-16 Mt.  8:28-9:1 & John 17:1-13  



Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву.  
After coffee: “Becoming truly human” movie. 
 
The bulletin is sponsored by Melanie Unger in memory of baba Katherine Smallen. 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon. 14 July Apostle Aquila of the Seventy, and St. Priscilla (1st c.). 
 Rom. 16:17-24 Mt. 13:10-23 
Tue. 15 July Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Prince Volodymyr, of the Kyiv Rus 
 Gal. 1:11-19 Jn. 10:1-9 
06:30 PM  Moleben for Peace in Ukraine (St. Josafat, Bethlehem). 
Wed. 16 July Martyrs Paul and two sisters, Chionia and Alevtina, (308).  
 1 Cor. 2:9–3:8 Mt. 13:31-36 
Thu. 17 July Great-martyr Marina (Margaret) of Antioch in Pisidia (4th c.). 
 1 Cor. 3:18-23 Mt. 13:36-43 
05:00 PM Akafist to the Mother of God for health of the afflicted. 
Fri. 18 July Martyr Emilian of Silistra in Bulgaria (363). Ven. Pambo, hermit of Egypt.  
 1 Cor. 4:5-8 Mt. 13:44-54 
Sat. 19 July Ven. Macrina, sister of St. Basil the Great (380). Ven. Dius, abbot. 
 Rom. 9:1-5 Mt. 9:18-26 
05:00 PM GREAT VESPERS.  
Sun. 20 July 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. Blessing of the cars. 
 
PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY 
Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 4: When the women disciples of the Lord/ learned from 
the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection/ they cast away the ancestral curse/ 
and elatedly told the apostles/ “Death is overthrown/ Christ God is risen/ granting the 
world great mercy. 

Tropar of the Holy Fathers, Tone 8: You are most glorious/ O Christ our God/ You have 
established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth/ Through them You have guided us to 
the True Faith/ O greatly Compassionate One, glory to You.  

Tropar of the Dormition, Tone 1: In giving birth/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling 
asleep you did not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ you were translated to life, 
Mother of Life, and through your prayers you deliver our souls from death.  

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 4: My Savior and Redeemer/ as God rose from the 
tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains/ He has shattered the gates of Hell/ 
and as Master/ He has risen on the third day. 



Glory…Kondak of the Holy Fathers, Tone 8: The Apostles’ preaching and Fathers’ 
doctrines has established one Faith for the Church/ Adorned with the robe of truth, woven 
from heavenly theology/ It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety.  

Now and ever… Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power 
over the Birth-Giver of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies 
unfailing hope/ For as the Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who 
dwelt within her ever-virginal womb.  

Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 4: How marvelous are Your works, O Lord, in 
wisdom You have made them all.  

Verse: Bless the Lord, my soul. O Lord my God, You are very great. 

Prokimen of the Holy Fathers, Tone 4: Blessed are You, O Lord God of our Fathers, 
praised and glorified is Your Name forever. 

Epistles: Romans 10:1-10 & Hebrews 13:7-16 

Alleluia, Tone 4: Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and 
truth. 

For You love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its 
setting. 

Gospels: Mattew 8:28-9:1 & John 17:1-13 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the Highest! Rejoice 
in the Lord, you righteous, praise befits the just. Alleluia(3X)  

 

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, 
wounded during the Russian aggression, Joseph Killino, Barbara Grason, Helen Crayosky, 
Rosemarie Pypiuk, Sandra Miller, John Vitushinski, Raisa Bakalets, Karen Yurconic, Tom, 
Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, priest Vasyl Dovgan, Martha Dowling, Michael 
Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, Matthew 
Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, Nicholas Alexander, William Leszczuk, Mary 
Berger, Jessica Meashock, Maria Joseph, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldier Oleh, Raisa Melnychuk, 
Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, 
Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny 
Berro, child Alexandria, Elizabeth Pastushenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Aaliyah Osmun, 
Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel 
Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert Zarayko, Lisa 
Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko.  
- Documentary “Becoming truly human” looks at the rise of the "Nones" (or those who 
check "none of the above" on religion surveys). Follow Basil as he speaks with seven 
Nones about religion, while sharing his own journey as a None in search of spiritual 
wholeness. 



- Pilgrimage to the Holy Protection Greek Women’s Monastery, White Haven. July 
23. Let Fr. Oleg know if you would like to go. 
- Church School Camp at Chrysostom Academy. August 11-14. See the flyer 
downstairs. 
- Sight and Sound Theater parish trip. NOAH performance. November 12, 11:00 AM. 
Youth for free. Sign up downstairs. Tickets are limited. 
- Please note that artificial flowers are prohibited in the cemetery from May 1 to 
October 1. If not removed, they will be thrown away. 
- Please turn in Redner’s save a tape - it helps our Church. They won’t accept less than 
$5000 in reward funds for reimbursement. The receipt must show the Save-A-Tape 
amount. Thank You! 
- For Food Bank: baby foods, canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & 
cheese.   
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs. 

ANNIVERSARIES:  

18 July…Matthew & Andrea Sawarynski 

BIRTHDAYS:  

13 July…Dennis Schmall 
14 July…David Kravchenk 
17 July…Mary Ann Dworakivsky 
18 July…Brendan Phillips   
19 July…Elizabeth Kravchenko 
MNOHAYA LITA!  MANY YEARS!  

NECROLOGY:   

Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 

13 July…Mary Miga ’01   
14 July…Katherine Smallen ’88     
15 July…Mary Lee Leszczuk ’17   
16 July…Anna Molnar ’92, Olena Ferbey ’14   
17 July…Justine Czepelak ’50  
18 July…Rosalia Chudyk ’47, Mykola Martyniuk ’92  
19 July…Mary Nieves ‘94     
VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL!  
 
The Seven Ecumenical Councils: Defending the Orthodox Faith. During the early 
centuries of Christianity, the Church faced numerous heresies — distortions of the true 
faith. To preserve the purity of Christ’s teaching, the Church convened seven Ecumenical 
Councils, where the Holy Fathers, guided by the Holy Spirit, affirmed the truths of faith and 



condemned false teachings. Here is a brief overview of each council and the heresies they 
addressed: 
1. First Council of Nicaea (325 AD). Heresy condemned: Arianism. Arius denied the divine 
nature of Jesus Christ, claiming that He was a created being and not co-eternal with God 
the Father. The council affirmed that Christ is “of one essence with the Father” 
(homoousios) and composed the first part of the Nicene Creed. 
2. First Council of Constantinople (381 AD) Heresies condemned: Arianism (again), 
Macedonianism. Macedonius denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit. The council confirmed 
that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, equal to the Father and the Son. 
The Nicene Creed was completed with this affirmation. 
3. Council of Ephesus (431 AD) Heresy condemned: Nestorianism. Nestorius divided 
Jesus Christ into two persons — one human and one divine — and rejected the title 
Theotokos (“God-bearer”) for the Virgin Mary. The council affirmed the unity of Christ’s 
person and upheld the veneration of Mary as Theotokos. 
4. Council of Chalcedon (451 AD) Heresy condemned: Monophysitism. Monophysites 
claimed that Christ had only one nature — divine — after the Incarnation. The council 
declared that Christ exists in two natures, divine and human, “without confusion, without 
change, without division, without separation.” 
5. Second Council of Constantinople (553 AD) Heresies condemned: Origenism, 
remnants of Nestorianism and Monophysitism. The council condemned the speculative 
theology of Origen and the “Three Chapters” — writings that supported Nestorian ideas — 
to reaffirm the decisions of previous councils. 
6. Third Council of Constantinople (680–681 AD) Heresy condemned: Monothelitism. 
Monothelites taught that Christ had only one will — the divine. The council proclaimed 
that Christ has two wills, divine and human, in perfect harmony, reflecting His two natures. 
7. Second Council of Nicaea (787 AD) Heresy condemned: Iconoclasm. Iconoclasts 
viewed the veneration of icons as idolatry. The council upheld the Orthodox teaching that 
holy icons are to be honored, not worshipped, and that veneration offered to an icon 
passes to its prototype. 
The Seven Ecumenical Councils are beacons of truth that helped the Church preserve the 
apostolic faith and unity in Christ. 
The Devil has not Full Power. Among the angelic powers the chief of the terrestrial order, 
the one to whom God had entrusted the task of looking after the earth, was not evil by 
nature, he had not received any trace of evi1 from his creator. He was good. However, he 
did not maintain the light and the honor that God had given him. By a deliberate act of his 
own free will he rebelled against the Creator. He turned his face away from goodness and 
fell into evil. Evil is in fact is merely the absence of good, as darkness is the absence of 
light. A host of angels placed under his command followed him in the fall. Despite their 
angelic nature, they also freely plunged from goodness down to evil and became wicked. 



The devils cannot do anything against us without God s permission. But with God's 
permission they are powerful. All wickedness, all the passions are inspired by them But 
listen: God allows them to suggest sin to a person, but they cannot force him to do it. We 
ourselves are responsible for accepting or rejecting their seductive suggestions (By St. 
John Damascene) 
. . . the devil and satan, the deceiver of the world — he was thrown down to the earth, and 
his angels were thrown down with him. (Revelation 12:9) 
In the New Testament the Lord Jesus speaks of the devil whom He called the "prince of 
this world." (John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11) in this way: 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth because there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. (John 8:44) 
The devil and his multitude of evil spirits, "the principalities . . . the powers . . . the world 
rulers of this present darkness ... the spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places" 
(Ephesians 6:12) war against man seeking to destroy him by ensnaring him in sin. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. (1 
Peter 5:8) 
Christ has destroyed the power of the devil. He came into the world precisely for this 
reason. If one is "in Christ" he is led out of temptation and delivered from the evil one. If 
one is in Christ, the devil, who is also called Satan, which means the Adversary who 
"disguises himself as an angel of light" (2 Corinthians 11:14), cannot deceive or harm him. 
To be victorious over the alluring and deceiving temptations of the devil is the goal of 
spiritual life. (By Fr. Thomas Hopko) 
 

 

NEWS AROUND THE GLOBEORTHODOX NEWS 
AROUND THE GLOBE 

Patriarch John of Antioch visited families of the victims 
of the terrorist attack at St. Elias Church in Damascus, 
Syria which claimed the lives of 25 innocent martyrs 
including several children. 



St. Raphael’s relics given a permanent home in a hand-
carved reliquary at Antiochian Village. Born in Beirut, 
Lebanon, he was sent to the U.S. in 1895 where he 
founded St. Nicholas Cathedral in Brooklyn and 29 
other parishes. He reposed in the Lord in 1915 and was 

glorified a saint in 2000. 

Hundreds of pilgrims 
descended upon the village of Kwethluk where weekend 
services were dedicated to the newly glorified Mother Olga of 
Alaska, the first female saint of North America. 

 

The 30th graduation of female choir 
directors and readers was held at Horodok 
Theological School of the Mykolaiyev 
Convent in Rivne. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Євангеліє. 28 І коли Він прибув на другий бік, до країни Гергесинської, Його зустріли 
двоє біснуватих, що вийшли з гробниць, дуже люті, так що ніхто не міг пройти тією 
дорогою. 29 І ось вони закричали: що Тобі до нас, Ісусе, Сину Божий? Прийшов Ти 
сюди передчасно мучити нас. 30 А віддалік паслося велике стадо свиней. 31 І біси 
благали Його: якщо виженеш нас, то пошли нас у стадо свиней. 32 І Він сказав їм: 
ідіть. І вони, вийшовши, пішли у стадо свиней. І ось усе стадо кинулося з кручі в море 
і втопилось у воді. 33 Пастухи ж побігли і, прийшовши у місто, розповіли про все і про 
те, що було з біснуватими. 34 І ось усе місто вийшло назустріч Ісусові; і, побачивши 
Його, просили, щоб Він відійшов від їхнього краю.  



 


