
ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH    

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME    

    
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067    
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector    
Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached    

Websites:  holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org  
Facebook:  Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church  YouTube:  AVM UOC  
 
Church Contacts:   
Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com    
Protodeacon Mikhail – (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com    
Office – (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com    
Webmaster, John Hnatow – john.hnatow@gmail.com    

Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by 
appointment.    

Make a list of living and deceased. Bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during Liturgy.    

For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.    

Please, don’t throw away the bulletin. Bring it back to the church. Thank you.     

You are welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins 

together!   - Follow us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa    

 Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!             Слава Ісусу Христу! Навіки Слава! 
 Молімось за мир в Україні!    Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!    
 
Sun. 10 Aug.     9th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. TONE 8. Afterfeast of 
TRANSFIGURATION. Martyrs Archdeacon LAURENCE of Rome, BISHOP SIXTUS of 
Rome & Deacons FELICISSIMUS, AGAPITUS and ROMANUS the soldier.   
                                    1 Cor. 3: 9-17                        Mt. 14: 22-34 
Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву.  
Mon. 11 Aug. St. Theodore of the Kyiv Caves, prince of Ostrog (1483). 



 1 Cor. 15:12-19 Mt. 21:18-22 
Tue. 12 Aug. Hieromartyr Alexander, bishop of Comana (3rd c.).  
 1 Cor. 15:29-38 Mt. 21:23-27 
06:30 PM  Moleben for Peace in Ukraine (Holy Protection, Allentown). 
Wed. 13 Aug. St. Maximus the Confessor (662).  
 1 Cor. 16:4-12 Mt. 21:28-32 
Thu. 14 Aug. Prophet Micah (8th c. B.C.). Hieromartyr Marcellus, bishop of Apamea.  
 2 Cor. 1:1-7 Mt. 21:43-46 
Fri. 15 Aug. THE DORMITION OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THE THEOTOKOS AND 
EVER-VIRGIN MARY. PARISH FEAST DAY. 
 Phil. 2:5-11 Lk. 10:38-42; 11:27-28 
09:00 AM Divine Liturgy. Blessing of herbs and flowers. 
Sat. 16 Aug. Cherimon (Chaeremon) of Egypt (4th c.). 33 Martyrs of Palestine. 
 Rom. 15:30-33 Mt. 17:24 – 18:4 
05:00 PM GREAT VESPERS.  
Sun. 17 Aug 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. Blessing of herbs and flowers. 
 
PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY 
First Antiphon of Transfiguration. Verse 1: Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth/ 
sing forth the glory of His Name,/ make His praise glorious.    

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, Savior save us. 

Verse 2: The voice of Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind/ Your lightning shone upon 
the inhabited earth,/ the earth trembled and shook.    

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver… 

Verse 3: You are clothed with honor and majesty/ You cover Yourself with light as with a 
garment. 

Refrain: Through the prayers… 

Glory …now and ever…Amen. Refrain: Through the prayers… 

Second Antiphon of the Transfiguration. Verse 1: Mount Zion upon the north side/ is the 
city of the Great King.    

Refrain: Son of God, Who was Transfigured on the Mount/ save us who sing to You: 
Alleluia. 

Verse 2: And He brought them to the mountain of His sanctuary/ Even to this mountain 
which His right hand purchased. 

Refrain: Son of God, Who was Transfigured…    

Verse 3: On Mount Zion which He formed and loved/ He built His own sanctuary.    
Refrain: Son of God, Who was Transfigure… 

Glory…now and ever…Amen. Only Begotten Son…     



Antiphon Three. Verse 1: They who trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion. He Who 
dwells in Jerusalem shall never be shaken. 

Tropar, Tone 7: You were Transfigured on the Mount, O Christ God/ revealing Your glory to 
Your disciples as far as they could bear it/ Let Your everlasting Light shine upon us sinners/ 
Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, O Giver of Light, glory to You. 

Verse 2: As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His 
people; from henceforth even forevermore. Tropar. 

Verse 3: Lord, who shall abide in Your tabernacle? And who shall dwell in Your Holy 
Mountain? Tropar.    

Verse 4: Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord; Or who shall stand in His Holy Place?  
Tropar. 

Entrance Hymn: Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. Son of God Who rose 
from the dead, save us who sing to You.  

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 8: You descended from on High, Merciful One/ You 
accepted the three-day burial to deliver us from our passions/ Lord, Our Life and 
Resurrection, Glory to You. 
Tropar of the Transfiguration, Tone 7: You were Transfigured on the Mount, O Christ God/ 
revealing Your glory to Your disciples as far as they could bear it/ Let Your everlasting 
Light shine upon us sinners/ Through the prayers of the Birth-Giver of God, O Giver of 
Light/ glory to You. 
Tropar to Archdeacon Laurence, Tone 4: Victorious martyr of Christ our God/ by the sign 
of the Cross you gave sight to the blind/ you distr-ibuted the riches of the Church to 
the poor/ you were tried by fire and no evil was found in you/ As you endured the 
burning/ may your prayers extinguish the flames of our many sins/ blessed 
Archdeacon Laurence. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 8: By rising from the tomb, You raised up the dead/ 
Adam is risen and Eve exults in Your Resurrect-ion/ The entire world celebrates Your 
rising from the dead/ Greatly Merciful One. 
Now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
Kondak of the Transfiguration, Tone 7: On the Mountain You were Transfigured, O Christ 
God/ and Your disciples beheld Your glory as far as they could see it/ so that when 
they would behold You crucified/ they would understand that Your suffering was 
voluntary/ and would proclaim to the world/ that You are truly the Radiance of the 
Father. 
Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 8: Pray and give glory to the Lord our God. 
Verse: In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel. 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17 



Alleluia Verses, Tone 8: 
Come let us rejoice in the Lord. Let us shout with jubilation to God our Savior. 
Let us come before His Face with thanksgiving; with psalms let us shout in jubilation 
to Him. 
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34 
Instead of “It is right in truth” 
Magnify, my soul, the Lord Who was transfigured on Tabor. 
Irmos, Tone 4: Your birth-giving was undefiled/ God came forth from your womb/ and 
He appeared on earth in the flesh/ making His dwelling among mortals/ Therefore, 
Birth-Giver of God, we all magnify you.  
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the Highest. Lord, 
we will walk in the light of Your countenance and exult in Your Name forever. Alleluia 
(3X) 
 

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, 
wounded during the Russian aggression, Helen Crayosky, Rosemarie Pypiuk, Caroline 
Hallman, Joseph Killino, Reader Maximos(Meashock), Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, John 
Vitushinski, Raisa Bakalets, Karen Yurconic, Tom, Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius 
Nicoloudakis, Martha Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, 
Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, Matthew Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, 
Nicholas Alexander, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Maria Joseph, 
Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldier Oleh, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, 
Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child 
Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny Berro, child Alexandria, Elizabeth 
Pastushenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew 
Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann 
Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert Zarayko, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin 
Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko.  
 
- We welcome Father Nicholas Palis, priest emeritus of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral in Bethlehem! Thank you very much for serving today! 
- Fr. Oleg will be away from August 1 to August 14. In case of emergency, please 
contact               Fr. Richard at 201-240-5888. Fr. Oleg will also be available on call. 
- Sight and Sound Theater parish trip. NOAH performance. November 12, 11:00 AM. 
Youth for free. Sign up downstairs. Tickets are limited. 
- Please note that artificial flowers are prohibited in the cemetery from May 1 to 
October 1. If not removed, they will be thrown away. 
-Please turn in Redner’s save a tape - it helps our Church. They won’t accept less than 
$5000 in reward funds for reimbursement. The receipt must show the Save-A-Tape 
amount. Thank You! 



- For Food Bank: baby foods, canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & 
cheese.   
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES:   
12 Aug…Father Oleg & Pani Ol’ha Kravchenko (9th)   
13 Aug…Oleksandr & Lesya Semanovych 
 
BIRTHDAYS:  
12 Aug…Matthew Sawarynski, Danica Ost  
15 Aug…Sandra Meashock   
16 Aug…Gregory Misko  
MNOHAYA LITA!  MANY YEARS!   

NECROLOGY:  Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
10 Aug…Paul Smallen ’63   
11 Aug…Alexander Mycio ’95, Dennis Kulchycki ’86   
12 Aug…Joseph Chorney ’90   
13 Aug…Katherine Panchyshyn ’26, Paul Novak ’27, Michael Korutz ’64, Ignatij Philips 
’68, Antoinette Meashock ’70  
14 Aug…Mary Mazur ’82   
15 Aug…Wasyl Lubianecki ’23   
16 Aug…Audokia Sivenky ’68, Maria Papaylo ’14. Olga Yurechko ‘10 
VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL!  
   
Our history. The first Ukrainian immigrants began arriving in the Northampton area at the 
turn of the century from Western Ukraine – Podila, Zbaraz, Lemkivshchina - attracted to 
the rapidly developing garment and cigar factories, and, mostly to the vast growing cement 
industries of the area. 
In 1920 many of the new immigrants met for the purpose of organizing an Orthodox 
Ukrainian church in Northampton. Initially services were held on the second floor of 
Onuschak’s Hall, a local gathering spot. A decision was made to purchase a plot of land 
on Newport Avenue at a cost of $1,400.00. On September 25, 1921, a newly erected 
church was dedicated as the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Virgin and 
blessed by its first pastor, Very Rev. Leon Kushnir. The entire cost of the project was 
$18,000. On January 9, 1922 a charter was issued and the church was incorporated as 
the Independent Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Virgin in Northampton, PA. 
In 1921, land on Main Street in Northampton was purchased for $3,000.00 by parishioner 
Wasyl Koczenacz for the purpose of a parish cemetery and subsequently sold to the 
parish in 1922 for $1.00. 



Through the efforts of Father Kushnir, a Ukrainian school and church choir were organized 
and monthly theatrical performances were presented to raise funds to pay off the church 
debt. 
In 1928 the Sisterhood of Faith, Hope, and Love was organized. Their moral and financial 
support throughout the parish’s early years and continuing to the present day has been 
invaluable and life sustaining to the parish. 
In spite of the Great Depression the parish managed to survive and in 1932, under the 
capable leadership of Very Rev. Dr. Volodymyr Klodnycky and with manual labor of the 
parish membership, a parish residence was erected at a cost of $1,200. In 1945 a dual 
celebration was held – the end of World War II and the burning of the church mortgage! 
In 1950 Very Rev. Stephen Hankavich was assigned as the parish’s first American-born 
pastor. In 1961, Very Rev. Andrew Dworakivsky began his assignment until his death in 
1976. Throughout these decades much was accomplished – new iconostas, interior 
renovations, acquisition of the adjoining apartment building, and recordings of the Divine 
Liturgy in both English and Ukrainian by the Parish Choir under the direction of Walter 
Dworakivsky. 
Beginning in the late 1940’s the Northampton Chapters of the Ukrainian Orthodox League 
have been active contributors to parish life spiritually and socially. Several members of 
both Junior and Senior chapters have also been involved nationally and have held 
leadership roles. National UOL Conventions have been hosted by the Northampton 
chapters in 1982, 2005, and 2015. 
From 1990 until his untimely passing in 2018 the Very Rev. Bazyl Zawierucha had been 
assigned to the parish. With his guidance the parish had undergone much change – interior 
renovations, new altars and tabernacle, new iconography, interior elevator and air-
conditioning, the gilding of the exterior dome. 
Very Rev. Myron Oryhon faithfully served our parish in the interim. Currently, Father Oleg 
Kravchenko serves as Rector.  
Now and throughout its history, the Assumption of the Virgin Mary parish has continued to 
be strong in Faith, community, and in its effort to be preserved for future generations. 

 
ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE 



His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew I will make an official 
visit to the U.S. Sept. 15-25, with visits 
to government officials in Washington, 
D.C., services at St. Nicholas Shrine in 
NYC and Divine Liturgy at the 
Dormition Church in the Hamptons. 
He will receive the Templeton Prize for 
spiritual & environmental leadership. 

Metropolitan Epiphaniy consecrated the new 
iconastas on the Feast of Nativity of John the 
Baptist in the church of Drohobych. 

 

 

 

 

Clergy of the Kharkiv Diocese consecrated 
the Alley of Heroes for fallen soldiers in 
Kehychivka, Ukraine. 

 

 

A Photo Exhibition of the destruction of Orthodox churches in Ukraine by Russian missles 
took place July 10-11 in Rome include the Transfiguration Cathedral and Archangel 
Michael Church in Zaporizhiya. 

Orthodox nuns fought wildfires that 
threatened homes in Serbia, Kosovo 
and Metohija. 

 

 



 

Archbishop Elpidophoros appointe Archon Carl 
Hollister as the new Director of St. Photios 
Shrine in St. Augustine, Florida. 

 

 

 

Євангеліє. 22 І зараз же звелів Ісус ученикам Своїм сісти в човен і пливти раніше за 
Нього на той бік, поки Він відпустить людей. 23 І, відпустивши народ, Він зійшов на 
гору помолитися на самоті; і ввечері залишився там один. 24 А човен був уже на 
середині моря, і било його хвилями, бо вітер був супротивний. 25 У четверту ж 
сторожу ночі пішов Ісус до них, ідучи по морю. 26 І ученики, побачивши, що Він іде 
по морю, стривожились і говорили: це привид. І зі страху закричали. 27 Але Ісус 
зараз же заговорив до них і сказав: заспокойтесь! Це Я, не бійтеся. 28 Петро сказав 
Йому у відповідь: Господи! Якщо це Ти, звели мені прийти до Тебе по воді. 29 Він же 
сказав: прийди. І, вийшовши з човна, Петро пішов по воді, щоб підійти до Ісуса. 30 
Побачивши ж сильний вітер, злякався і, коли почав тонути, закричав: Господи, спаси 
мене! 31 Ісус зараз же простяг руку, підтримав його і говорить йому: маловіре! Чого 
ти засумнівався? 32 І, як увійшли вони в човен, вітер стих. 33 Ті, що були в човні, 
підійшли, вклонилися Йому і сказали: воістину Ти Син Божий. 
34 Переправившись, вони прибули в землю Генісаретську. 
22 І зараз же звелів Ісус ученикам Своїм сісти в човен і пливти раніше за Нього на 
той бік, поки Він відпустить людей. 
35 І ходив Ісус по всіх містах і селах, навчаючи в їхніх синагогах, проповідуючи 
Євангеліє Царства і зціляючи всякі недуги і всяку неміч у людях. 
 


