ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME

1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067

Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector

Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached

Websites: holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org

Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox
Church YouTube: AVM UOC

Church Contacts:

Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com
Protodeacon Mikhail - (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com
Office — (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com

Webmaster, John Hnatow — john.hnatow@gmail.com

Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by
appointment.
Make a list of living and deceased. Bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during Liturgy.

For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.

Please, don’t throw away the bulletin. Bring it back to the church. Thank you.

You are welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins

together! - Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! Cnasa lcycy Xpucty! HaBikn Cnaga!
MoniMocb 3a Mup B YKpaiHi! Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!

Sun. 05 Oct. 77th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. Tone 8. Martyr CHARITINA of Amisus
(304) Hieromartyr DIONYSIUS, Bishop of Alexandria (265) Martyr MAMELTA of Persia
(344). Ven. DAMIAN the Healer (1071) Ss. JEREMIAH (1070) and MATTHEW (1085),
Clairvoyants of the Kyiv Caves.

2Cor. 6: 16-7:1 Mt. 15:21-28



Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy — 3anpowuyemo Ha KaBy.

LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS

Mon. 06 Oct. Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas, Venerable Cindeus of Cyprus.

Eph. 4:25-32 Lk. 3:19-22

Tue. 07 Oct. Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus in Syria (290-303). Virginmartyr Pelagia.
Eph. 5:20-26 Lk. 3:23-4:1

06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE (HOLY GHOST, EASTON).

Wed. 08 Oct.  Ven. Pelagia the Penitent (457). Ven. Thais (Taisia) of Egypt (4th c.).
Eph. 5:25-33 Lk. 4:1-15

Thu. 09 Oct. Righteous Forefather Abraham and his nephew Righteous Lot.
Eph. 5:33-6:9 Lk. 4:16-22

Fri. 10 Oct. Synaxis of the Saints of Volyn’.
Eph. 6:18-24 Lk. 4:22-30

Sat. 11 Oct. Ven. Theophanes the Confessor and Hymnographer, bishop of Nicaea
1 Cor. 15:39-45 Lk. 4:31-36

GREAT VESPERS IS CANCELLED.
Sun. 12 Oct. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY.

PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 8: You descended from on High, Merciful One/ You
accepted the three-day burial to deliver us from our passions/ Lord, our Life and
Resurrection; Glory to You.

Tropar of the Dormition Tone 1: In giving birth,/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling
asleep, you did not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ You were translated to life,
Mother of Life/ and through your prayers you deliver our souls from death.

Tropar to Martyr Charitina, Tone 4: Your lamb Charitina calls out to You, O Jesus, in a
loud voice/ “I love You, my Bridegroom, and in seeking You | endure suffering/ In Baptism |
was crucified so that I might reign in You,/ and | died so that | might live with You/ Accept
me as a pure sacrifice/ for | have offered myself in love”/ Through her prayers save our
souls, since You are merciful.

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 8: By rising from the tomb, You raised up the dead/
Adam is risen and Eve exults in Your Resurrection/ The entire world celebrates Your rising
from the dead/ Greatly Merciful One.

Glory... Kondak to St. Charitina, Tone 2: Having fortified your soul with faith and
strengthened by understanding/ up openly put the enemy to shame, O Charitina/ you



stood before Christ wearing a robe empurpled by your blood, All blessed One/ and now
you rejoice with the Angels/ praying for us, O passion bearer.

Now and ever... Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power
over the Birth-Giver of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies
unfailing hope/ For as the Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who
dwelt within her ever-virginal womb.

Prokimen in Tone 8: Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God.
Verse: In Judah, God is known; His Name is great in Israel.
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6: 16-7:1

Alleluia Verses, Tone 8. Come let us rejoice in the Lord. Let us shout with jubilation to
God our Savior.

Let’s come before His Face with thanksgiving; psalms, and let’s shout in jubilation to Him.
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens. Praise Him in the highest. Alleluia
(3X)

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians,
wounded during the Russian aggression, Helen Crayosky, Rosemarie Pypiuk, Caroline
Hallman, Joseph Killino, Reader Maximos(Meashock), Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, John
Vitushinski, Raisa Bakalets, Karen Yurconic, Tom, Sylvia Petro, priest Demetrius
Nicoloudakis, Martha Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula,
Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, Matthew Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz,
Nicholas Alexander, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Maria Joseph,
Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldier Oleh, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk,
Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child
Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny Berro, child Alexandria, Elizabeth
Pastushenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew
Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann
Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert Zarayko, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin
Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko.

- We are delighted to welcome Sandra Park’s sister, Kathy Jones, who is visiting from
Nevada, and her cousin, Deb Scott, who is visiting from Arizona.

- Thank you to everyone who hosted coffee hours in July, August, and September:
Misko, Kravchenko, Leindecker, Unger, Osmun, Woyewoda, Vitushinski, Zurat, Park, and
Killino. We appreciate your support and encourage others to volunteer for upcoming
coffee hours!

- Pysanky workshop. See the flyer.



- Pyrohy schedule: Oct. 9, 23; Nov. 6, 20; Dec. 4, 18. First come, first served (until we
reach 250 doz.). Please volunteer for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and
clean-up.

- New Sunday School Schedule: Every Sunday right after the Communion. Welcome.

- Loving Waters Campaign for the All-Saints Camp Water System Repair (Emlenton,
PA). The camp is facing a large bill for its water system. Let’s help! Envelopes are in the
vestibule.

- Reminder: please bring money for Sight and Sound Theater to Mary Ost.
- Bandurist Chorus in Philly. October 18. Flyer downstairs.

-Please turn in Redner’s save a tape - it helps our Church. They won’t accept less than
$5000 in reward funds for reimbursement. The receipt must show the Save-A-Tape
amount. Thank You!

- For Food Bank: canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & cheese.
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs.

ANNIVERSARIES:

05 Oct...Keith & Yulia Rippey

06 Oct...Kiprian & Sherry Fedetz

08 Oct...John & Sandra Miller

11 Oct...William & Margaret Leindecker

BIRTHDAYS:

06 Oct...Paul Dworakivsky

08 Oct...Yulia Rippey

10 Oct...John Seremula, John Sawarynski, Aleksandra Rippey
11 Oct...William Savitz

MNOHAYA LITA! MANY YEARS!

NECROLOGY: Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion.
06 Oct...John Korutz ’61

07 Oct...Mykola Micio ’43, Stanley Teply ’16

08 Oct...Helen Minnich ’89, Anna Pristash ’18

09 Oct...John Kryklywyj ’26, Michael Sawka ’30, Taras Pypiuk ’23

10 Oct...Anna Kowalyshyn (infant) °24

11 Oct...Michael Boshko (infant) 21, Andrew Micio 30, Mary Martnick ‘80
VICHNAYA PAMYAT! MEMORY ETERNAL!




The story of Abraham and Lot, where Abraham allows
Lot to choose which land to settle in (Genesis 13), is a
6 powerful lesson for Christians with several practical
YOUR FAITH and spiritual benefits:
IS GREAT. Humility and Selflessness: Abraham could have
YOUR REQUE insisted on the best portion for himself, yet he steps

o back and lets Lot choose first. This teaches Christians
ad GRANTE D. the value of humility, putting others’ needs ahead of
At rhew 15020 our own, and avoiding unnecessary conflict.

Trust in God’s Providence: Abraham’s decision shows
trust that God will provide for him, no matter what
choice Lot makes. For Christians, this reinforces faith

that God cares for us and will guide us even when we

take risks or make sacrifices.

Peace and Avoiding Conflict: By letting Lot choose first, Abraham prevents strife between
their herdsmen. This exemplifies peacemaking—an important Christian virtue—showing
that avoiding conflict and fostering harmony is sometimes more important than material
gain.

Generosity and Detachment: Abraham does not cling to land or wealth but demonstrates
a heart open to God’s blessings. Christians benefit by learning detachment from material
possessions and a focus on spiritual priorities.

Faith and Reward: Even though Lot takes the fertile land near Sodom, God blesses
Abraham with the promise of descendants and land (Genesis 13:14-17). This reassures
Christians that God rewards faith and righteousness, not just worldly advantage.

THE FAITH WHICH WON THE BLESSING. THERE are certain things about this woman
which we must note. First and foremost, she had love. She made the misery of her child
her own. Heathen she might be, but in her heart there was that love for her child which is
always the reflection of God's love for his children. It was love which made her approach
this stranger; it was love which made her accept his silence and yet still appeal; it was
love which made her suffer the apparent rebuffs; it was love which made her able to see
the compassion beyond and behind the words of Jesus. The driving force of this woman's
heart was love; and there is nothing stronger and nothing nearer God than that very thing.
This woman had faith. It was a faith which grew in contact with Jesus. She began by calling
him Son of David; that was a popular title, a political title. It was a title which looked on
Jesus as a great and powerful wonder worker, but which looked on him in terms of earthly
power and glory. She came asking a boon of one whom she took to be a great and
powerful man. She came with a kind of superstition as she might have come to any
magician. She ended by calling Jesus Lord.

Jesus, as it were, compelled her to look at himself, and in him she saw something that was
not expressible in earthly terms at all, but was nothing less than divine. That is precisely



what Jesus wanted to awaken in her before he granted her request. He wanted her to see
that a request to a great man must be turned into a prayer to the living God. We can see
this woman's faith growing as she is confronted with Christ, until she glimpsed him,
however distantly, for what he was.

It was a faith which worshipped. She began by following; she ended upon her knees, She
began with a request; she ended in prayer. Whenever we come to Jesus, we must come
first with adoration of his majesty, and only then with the statement of our own need.

This woman had indomitable persistence. She was undiscourageable. So many people, it
has been said, pray really because they do not wish to miss a chance. They do not really
believe in prayer; they have only the feeling that something might just possibly happen.
This woman came because Jesus was not just a possible helper; he was her only hope.
She came with a passionate hope, a clamant sense of need, and a refusal to be
discouraged. She had the one supremely effective quality in prayer - she was in deadly
earnest. Prayer for her was no ritual form; it was the outpouring of the passionate desire of
her soul, which somehow felt that she could not-and must not - and need not - take no for
an answer.

This woman had the gift of cheerfulness. She was in the midst of trouble; she was
passionately in earnest; and yet she could smile. She had a certain sunny-heartedness
about her. God loves the cheerful faith, the faith in whose eyes there is always the light of
hope, the faith with a smile which can light the gloom. This woman brought to Christ a
gallant and an audacious love, a faith which grew until it worshipped at the feet of the
divine, an indomitable persistence springing from an unconquerable hope, a cheerfulness
which would not be dismayed. That is the approach which cannot help finding an answer
to its prayers.

ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE

{ ; Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew met
§ with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
— Zelensky at the Ukrainian UN delegation
office in NYC.

Metropolitan Epiphaniy led the 200th
anniversary celebrations of the Church of
the Nativity of the Virgin Mary in Dzhuryn,
Vinnytsia.

Patriarch Porfirije of Serbia consecrated the restored Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
Pakrac, Croatia, severely damaged in the war 1991-95.



Metropolitan Vladimir of Moldova

marked the 300th anniversary of the

% 4 founding of Tiganesti Monastery & its
. 35th year of reopening.

“?_ T

.~ W The newly formed St. Hilda’s parish in
e B L Halifax, England was the site of the
. Baptism and Chrismation of 34 former
Evangelical Protestants into Orthodoxy by Metropolitan
Silouan of the British Isles and also a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy where Doug Clark was ordained a deacon.

Metropolitan Antony & Archbishop Daniel were among the
20 hierarchs of the U.S. who met in assembly with His
Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew, at St.
Sophia’s Church, Southampton, NY.
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Why Orthodox Christians Should Read the Old Testament. The Old Testament is an
essential part of the Christian journey, offering wisdom, guidance, and a deeper
understanding of God’s plan for humanity. For Orthodox Christians, it is not merely a
historical or religious text—it is a living source of spiritual nourishment. By reading the Old
Testament, believers encounter the stories of faith, courage, and perseverance that
shaped God’s people and laid the groundwork for the coming of Christ.

For example, the story of Abraham teaches trust and obedience, showing how faith in God
can transform lives. The Psalms provide prayers and hymns that are still used in Orthodox
worship today, guiding us in expressing praise, repentance, and gratitude. The accounts of
the prophets, such as Isaiah and Jeremiah, remind us of God’s justice and mercy and call
us to live righteous lives, even in challenging times. Reading the Old Testament also allows
Christians to see the foreshadowing of Christ in figures like Moses, David, and Solomon,
helping us recognize the continuity between God’s promises and their fulfillment in the
New Testament.

Moreover, studying the Old Testament strengthens moral discernment and spiritual
growth. Lessons on humility, compassion, forgiveness, and perseverance inspire believers
to cultivate these virtues in daily life. It also deepens our understanding of the liturgical



practices and feasts of the Orthodox Church, many of which are rooted in Old Testament
events and symbolism.

In short, reading the Old Testament enriches faith, connects us to the history of God’s
covenant people, and prepares our hearts to receive the message of Christ more fully. It is
a vital tool for Orthodox Christians seeking wisdom, inspiration, and a closer relationship
with God.

THE FAITH WHICH WON THE BLESSING. THERE are certain things about this woman
which we must note. First and foremost, she had love. She made the misery of her child
her own. Heathen she might be, but in her heart there was that love for her child which is
always the reflection of God's love for his children. It was love which made her approach
this stranger; it was love which made her accept his silence and yet still appeal; it was
love which made her suffer the apparent rebuffs; it was love which made her able to see
the compassion beyond and behind the words of Jesus. The driving force of this woman's
heart was love; and there is nothing stronger and nothing nearer God than that very thing.
This woman had faith. It was a faith which grew in contact with Jesus. She began by calling
him Son of David; that was a popular title, a political title. It was a title which looked on
Jesus as a great and powerful wonder worker, but which looked on him in terms of earthly
power and glory. She came asking a boon of one whom she took to be a great and
powerful man. She came with a kind of superstition as she might have come to any
magician. She ended by calling Jesus Lord.

Jesus, as it were, compelled her to look at himself, and in him she saw something that was
not expressible in earthly terms at all, but was nothing less than divine. That is precisely
what Jesus wanted to awaken in her before he granted her request. He wanted her to see
that a request to a great man must be turned into a prayer to the living God. We can see
this woman's faith growing as she is confronted with Christ, until she glimpsed him,
however distantly, for what he was.

It was a faith which worshipped. She began by following; she ended upon her knees, She
began with a request; she ended in prayer. Whenever we come to Jesus, we must come
first with adoration of his majesty, and only then with the statement of our own need.

This woman had indomitable persistence. She was undiscourageable. So many people, it
has been said, pray really because they do not wish to miss a chance. They do not really
believe in prayer; they have only the feeling that something might just possibly happen.
This woman came because Jesus was not just a possible helper; he was her only hope.
She came with a passionate hope, a clamant sense of need, and a refusal to be
discouraged. She had the one supremely effective quality in prayer - she was in deadly
earnest. Prayer for her was no ritual form; it was the outpouring of the passionate desire of
her soul, which somehow felt that she could not-and must not - and need not take no for
an answer.



This woman had the gift of cheerfulness. She was in the midst of trouble; she was
passionately in earnest; and yet she could smile. She had a certain sunny-heartedness
about her. God loves the cheerful faith, the faith in whose eyes there is always the light of
hope, the faith with a smile which can light the gloom. This woman brought to Christ a
gallant and an audacious love, a faith which grew until it worshipped at the feet of the
divine, an indomitable persistence springing from an unconquerable hope, a cheerfulness
which would not be dismayed. That is the approach which cannot help finding an answer
to its prayers.

Autumn-themed

Pysanky

Etching Workshop

Saturday, October 25, 2025
9 a.m.—12 noon

Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church
1301 Newport Avenue
Northampton, PA 18067

$40 per person
(85 non-refundable registration fee + $35 @ the door)

You will start with an emptied, pre-marked brown egg ready to create your
design.
After the first waxing, you will etch the egg back to white (or light tan) and
continue with the waxing/dyeing process.

< All materials, including kistka, wax, dyes, etc. are provided.
A gloss coating will be added to the finished autumn-themed egg making
your pysanky ready to take home and display.

<~ This workshop works best for those with a little pysanky writing
experience...even a previous workshop is fine. If, however, you are new
and want to attend, contact Jessie.

<+ Individuals under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult.

Register: Contact Jessie Hnatow at jessie.hnatow@gmail.com or
610-428-8389 (text only) by October 18 for registration information.
Class size is limited.

Instructors — Christina Deutsch and Jessie Hnatow

€BaHrenie. 21 |, BuwoBLN 3BiATH, Icyc niwoB y 3emni Tupcbki i CugoHebki. 22 1 ocb
>KiHKa-XxaHaHeAHKa, BUALLOBLUW 3 TUX MicLpb, 3aKkpnyana I7IOMy: nomMunymn MeHe, locnoaw,
Cwuny JaBunpgis, oo4ka MoA TaXKko b6icHyeTbcA. 23 Ane BiH He Bignosigas i Hi cnosa. |
niaiwnm yueHuku Moro i 6naranu Moro: signyctu i, 60 Kpuuntb Ham yenig,. 24 BiH e
cKasaB Y BianoBigb: A nocnaHui nuile oo 3arnbnux oeub AoMy I3paineBoro. 25 A BOHa,



MiginwoBLLM, BKNOHWNAcA l7IOMyi Kaxke: locnoam, 4ONoOMoXKM MeHi. 26 BiH >ke ckazaBy
BiaNoBiab: Henobpe B3ATM xNib y Aiten i KMHYTM NcaM. 27 BoHa cka3zana: Tak, locnoan!
Ane incnigaTte KPUXTW, LWLO NagaroTb 3i CTONy rocnogapis ixHix. 28 Toai Icyc cka3aBiny
BiANOBIAb: 0 XiHKO! Benvka Bipa TBoA; Hexan byae To6i, AK Th xoueld. | 3uinunaca goykaii

Y TY XK MUTb.



